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24th March 2021 

Updates 

Dear parents and carers, 

It’s been a really positive few weeks for us all at Dame Janet. Within this letter, I have included a few updates for your 

reference: 

How well is my child doing? 

The children have had a great start back at school and have quickly settled back into their class routines. Over the last 

couple of weeks the children have been completing a range of tasks, quizzes and tests to try and determine any gaps in 

learning and to make sure that the learning moving forwards is pitched exactly where it should be.  

With this in mind, we appreciate that you might be keen to find out in more detail how your child is doing at school. We 

have scheduled a parent consultation evening for Tuesday 27h April. We will once again hold appointments with class 

teachers virtually. In order for teachers to spend adequate time with each parent, school will finish early on this day. 

Please see the timings shown below: 

Year group Finish time on Tues 27th 
April 

Shorty’s Nursery No afternoon session  

Year R (Reception) 1:20pm 

Year 1 1:30pm 

Year 2 1:20pm 

Year 3 1:20pm 

Year 4 1:30pm 

Year 5 1:20pm 

Year 6 1:30pm 

 

Teachers will bring the sign-up (appointment) sheets with them when you collect at the end of the day from Monday 

29th March.  

End of school finish trial times 

The additional staggered end of school finish times are working well to reduce the number of people entering and 

leaving the school site at the same time. We know that it makes collecting difficult for parents with multiple children 

across the school, but teachers and support staff are more than happy to wait for you to navigate between the 

entrances. Teachers are aware of siblings and know why they are waiting those extra minutes. We will continue with 

the staggered finish times into term 5 (after Easter).  

 

 



 

 

 
 

Easter bonnets/ gardens  

For those of you who missed the welcome back video, children are invited to make 

Easter bonnets or gardens to be in with a chance of winning an Easter treat! There’s no 

need to spend money – a strip of card or paper with some of your child’s wonderful 

Easter drawings will make a great Easter hat/bonnet. Children should bring their Easter 

bonnet or garden into school on March 29th (not before please) and prizes will be 

awarded on March 31st. Members of our governing body will choose their favourite 

creations (virtually); there will be once lucky winner per class which will be announced 

on 31st March.  

Reading  

We recognise that as parents we might not always know the best ways to support our child with their learning, but one 

way we can help is by listening to our children read every day. Sharing stories and books helps your child’s fluency when 

reading, will in turn support their writing and opens them up to a world of knowledge. Please record when your child 

reads in their reading record (the date and name of book) - no extra information is needed unless you want to.  

House teams  

Our Head Boy and Head Girl, ably assisted by the year 6 representatives (prefects and sports captains) have formed part 

of our newly renewed School Council. Their first task is to work with the rest of the school to decide NEW house teams. 

Currently we have: JK Rowling, Stephen Hawking, Mo Farrah and David Attenborough. The School Council are planning 

their next steps, but in the meantime please chat with your child about any ideas they have. We want the houses to be 

linked by a theme, but it’s up to the children to decide!  

Friends of Dame Janet 

We’ve had a team of willing volunteers (parents, grandparents and relations) keen to be part of our ‘Friends of Dame 

Janet’. We’re looking to raise extra funds for our children, whilst building some community spirit. If you’re keen to join, 

please email pastoral@djpa-tkat.org and we’ll add you to the list. Further information to follow by the end of term.  

Uniform 

We continue to have a good stock of pre-loved uniform (for all ages) in our lower school office. The uniform is free of 

charge so please pop in if your child needs any more uniform.  

Breakfast club  

We are looking at ways that we can safely reopen our breakfast club but first we need an idea of numbers. If you are 

interested in expressing your interest in a breakfast club space for your child please complete the survey which will be 

sent out in the next day or two via text message. This does not guarantee a place but helps us to plan for its viability. 

Breakfast club, in normal times, is located in our Lower School hall, run by a team of wonderful DJPA staff. It starts at 

8am where children are offered a variety of breakfast options.  

Don’t forget, we’re always available before and after school to answer any questions or to support you and your 

child. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs G.Sherwin 

Head of School  
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